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by popularity from sternly denouncing the shortcomings of his own congregation. He is as earnest and uncompromising in his basilica as when he faces a heretic or schismatic. Perhaps the best illustration of his earnestness and power as a preacher is found in his suppression of the Letitite, or feasts in honour of the martyrs, which have been mentioned previously. The permission to hold these feasts over the tombs of the martyrs was one of the most unfortunate concessions that the bishops had made in their eagerness to secure nominal converts. There were, assuredly, many Christians who took a purely religious view of the celebration, as we have seen in the case of Monica, But the abuse of the custom was undeniably grave and widespread. The churches were thronged all day with men and women who emptied their bottles—and those of sober folk like Monica—recklessly.1 That the clergy were far from uniformly opposed to the custom is clear from a canon of the Council of Hippo (a General Council of the African Church,
1 An effort is made by some ecclesiastical writers to transfer the orgies from the churches proper to adjacent buildings where the martyrs1 bodies were kept. Not only were these tnemoria martyrum real chapels, but both Ambrose and Augustine make it perfectly clear that the ordinary basilica was given up to the people.